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Young Australian: Tania Major


By Olivia Hill-Douglas


The Age


26 January 2007





Tania Major, pictured with Prime Minister John Howard, has been named Young Australian of the Year.
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TANIA Major, 25, first came to prominence three years ago as the youngest person elected to the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission.





The Cairns-based indigenous youth advocate used her profile to draw attention to domestic violence in the Aboriginal community. Her forthright way of addressing the problems focused national attention on them.





She spoke to opinion makers, the public and government about sexual violence and rape in the Aboriginal community, asking Prime Minister John Howard to help lift the "blanket of shame" that was preventing such assaults being reported.





"I'm proud to be an Aboriginal Australian and to have been recognised and acknowledged for the work I'm involved in," Ms Major said last night.





Ms Major said she planned to urge people to give each other a fair go.


"I want to encourage all Australians to be part of making a difference and giving all people a fair go — indigenous people, people from all sorts of different backgrounds, people of all types, shapes and colours," she said.





"I've travelled the world and we have this identity of giving everyone a fair go, but do we really give a fair go to all Australians? If non-indigenous and indigenous young people come together to learn about each others' cultures, to learn the real history of this country and acknowledge it, this will hopefully improve the way we all interact."











Flannery sees irony in PM's new hue


D.D. McNicoll and Cath Hart


The Australian


26 January 2007





THIS has been the week in which John Howard embraced his inner greenie.


After unveiling a plan to reinvigorate the crippled Murray-Darling river system, the Prime Minister declared himself a "climate change realist", then announced the author and environmental scientist Tim Flannery as Australian of the Year.





Professor Flannery has been long recognised as a provocative - but highly successful - alarmist on climate change. Professor Flannery, a critic of the Government's refusal to sign to the Kyoto Protocol, said he was "humbled" by his award, but offered a warning to Mr Howard.


"Prime Minister, I need to add I will be passionately critical of delays or policies by anyone that I think is wrong-headed," he said.


Mr Howard said Professor Flannery's appointment was "very timely".


"He's encouraged Australians to think in new and different ways - he hasn't always agreed with the Government, but fair enough."





Professor Flannery said receiving the award from Mr Howard was one of the "ironies of life".





Mr Howard's reception at his Canberra residence for the Australian of the Year candidates was not an entirely gaffe-free affair. At one stage, Mr Howard was heard asking one candidate, mathematician Terence Tao, "When did you come to Australia?"





"I was born in Adelaide," replied Professor Tao, who last year won the Fields Medal, the highest scientific award for mathematicians.





The Young Australian of the Year award went to Queensland indigenous leader Tania Major. In 2003, Ms Major famously described in front of Mr Howard how she was the only student in her primary school to make a success of her life; how she was the only female who had not become pregnant by 15; how she was one of only three fellow students who had not become an alcoholic; and how seven of her classmates had been in prison and four had committed suicide.





Ms Major instead made it to university. "I'm proud to be an Aboriginal Australian and to have been recognised and acknowledged for the work I'm involved in," she said. "If non-indigenous and indigenous young people come together to learn about each others' cultures, to learn the real history of this country and acknowledge it, this will hopefully improve the way we all interact," she said.





Nobel Prize-winning medical researchers Barry Marshall and Robin Warren, who revolutionised the treatment of peptic ulcers, head the list of more than 500 citizens recognised in today's Order of Australia honours.





Both men, who were co-winners of The Australian's Australian of the Year for 2005, have been appointed Companions (AC), the highest rank of the honours.





They have been joined by Perth businesswoman Janet Holmes a Court, senior Canberra bureaucrats Ken Henry and Peter Shergold and medical researcher Bridget Ogilvie as the six top honours recipients.





Domination of honours lists by politicians and their mates was supposed to have ended in 1975 when Gough Whitlam scrapped the Imperial system, but the top ranks of today's list look close to a return to the bad old days of gongs-for-the-boys.





Former politicians and those with links to the Howard Government are conspicuous in the high-ranking awards while unsung community workers make do with lesser honours. Three former state premiers, Mike Ahern from Queensland, and John Bannon and John Olsen from South Australia, feature in the second rank of the list.





All three men have been appointed Officers (AO) in the Order of Australia for their service to politics and public life. Both Mr Bannon and Mr Olsen, however, resigned after their governments were involved in questionable activities.





Former ABC managing director Russell Balding, Department of Employment and Workplace Relations secretary Peter Boxall, Council for Multicultural Australia chairman Benjamin Chow, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade secretary and former high commissioner in London Michael L'Estrange, former Commonwealth Bank CEO David Murray, Australia Post chairman Linda Nicholls, media mogul Kerry Packer's widow Ros Packer and former Liberal Party federal president Tony Staley are also appointed Officers (AO) in the Order of Australia.





Editorial: A clever country, a together country The Australian


26 January 2007





Australia Day honours reward intellectual firepower





IF the recipients of this year's Australian of the Year and Young Australian of the Year medals are any indication, then Australia is living up to its ideal of being the clever country. For the third time in a row, the Australian of the Year is an individual who has made an impact in the intellectual and policy arena. The selection of Tim Flannery, a trained paleontologist who has made the leap to climate-change advocate, will be a controversial choice for some. His book The Weather Makers has put climate change firmly on the agenda, and though critics call him alarmist, Dr Flannery can certainly take some of the credit for John Howard's decision to call himself a "climate-change realist" committed to guiding Australia down an economically feasible path towards reducing greenhouse gas emissions.


Tania Major received this year's Young Australian of the Year Award.


It is hard to think of anyone more deserving of such an honour, for Ms Major's life story is testimony to the shocking state of affairs that as a matter of course denies opportunity to indigenous Australians as well as to what Aborigines can achieve with the right support. A Kokoberra woman from the west coast of Cape York, Ms Major first made headlines in 2003 when she gave a speech to the Prime Minister describing how she was the only member of her primary school class who had become a functioning member of mainstream society. The key to her success was literacy, and providing this gift to all indigenous children would go a long way towards alleviating the problems experienced in that community.





Both of these awards illustrate the vital importance of knowledge and education in creating a society that prospers and flourishes.





There are many distinguished names among the other Australians recognised in today's honours list. Since the old system of imperial awards was scrapped by Gough Whitlam in 1975, the honours list has grown to reflect the rich diversity of modern Australian society. We can truly count ourselves blessed for all the names on this list and the countless other individuals who, in ways great and small, work to make our society vibrant, forward-thinking and prosperous. A striking feature of this year's citations is the number of people who have excelled in more than one field. Among those receiving our highest honour, the Companion in the Order of Australia, are Treasury Secretary Ken Henry, who receives an AC not just for his work in the field of economics but also for wildlife conservation. Janet Holmes a Court receives an AC for her services to art, culture and industry in Western Australia. ACs also go to three scientists: Barry Marshall and Robert Warren, whose groundbreaking work on stomach ulcers won them a Nobel Prize, and biomedical researcher Bridget Ogilvie. Margaret Court is another multi-talented recipient, who becomes an Officer in the Order of Australia (AO) for her work in promoting tennis and her work in Australia and Sri Lanka, where she has developed support and emergency accommodation projects. As always, the men and women of Australia's armed forces occupy a distinguished place in the role of honour, among them Brigadier Paul Bruce Symon, who receives a commendation for Officer in the Military Division of the Order of Australia (AO) for his leadership in Iraq and Afghanistan.





All these individuals, and many more who may never receive such public recognition, deserve our gratitude. Rich as Australia is in natural resources, it should never be forgotten that a nation is only as good as its people. Ours is a prosperous nation that has managed a decade and a half of growth that has enriched the quality of life of its citizens. It is one of the most confident and stable democracies on the planet, and settles its differences not through violence but through lively but rational debate. Ours is also a nation that, despite a relatively small population of 21 million, excels in sport, the arts and culture. We are internationalists who do not shirk our responsibilities, whether it is immediate on-the-spot aid to tsunami victims or the contributions our defence forces continue to make in Iraq, Afghanistan, across the Pacific region and to peacekeeping missions in the Middle East. While the description "Lucky Country" was originally coined ironically, we are truly fortunate to live in a country such as this. And today we should celebrate all that brings us together and avoid the entreaties of those who would pull us apart.











